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 Learning about 
nuclear power helps 
take fear away

 All Vermonters need to look at Ve rmont Yankee 
without any political undertones, and form their 
own opinions. This problem of whether to let 
Yankee run for another 20 years or not is 
important, as it affects us in many ways. Having 
been born in Vermont, I want to keep the values 
that make Ve rmont what it is, a rare island of 
peace.

I have spent over 40 years of my life installing 
and repairing large production machines such as 
printing presses, inserting machines, binders, 
stitchers and many others, both mechanically 
and electrically. Does this make me an expert? 
Not even close, but nuclear power interests me 
enough so that I dug into it enough to know how 
it works. I understand that we all want to 
produce electricity that is affordable with the 
least amount of environmental impact and is 
safe. That is why we need to keep Yankee!

You are not going to replace nuclear power as a 
cheap, efficient, safe and environmentally 
friendly producer of electricity with anything 
available right now. I believe that some of the 
scientists working on this project of finding a 
cheaper and cleaner fuel than oil or coal will 
make a breakthrough, but it isn't here yet.

Wind power has great potential, but isn't feasible 
because it would take so many turbines to 
replace Yankee. There would be so many 
turbines on our mountains that you would have a 
hard time getting away from the noise of their 
props. I can assure you that the price of 
electricity from wind power will cost at least half 
again as much. There will be a time when wind 
will be efficiently harnessed, but not yet.

We have already gone the hydro-electric route, 
and the defunct dams of former sites are still 

 clogging many of our fisheries. Do we want to 
add more such sites and ruin the beautiful 
streams that we have in this state? It would 
require giving up all the gains we've made repairi-
ng the mess from our original foray into hydro-
electric.

Let's say you went out and bought a Ferrari, and 
after a few Vermont winters, your exhaust fell 
off. Time to throw the car away? Hardly! This is 
pretty much where we are with Yankee. That 
water-cooling aqueduct collapse was pretty 
frightening, but it's like having a radiator hose 
on your car blow out. There were no radioactive 
problems here, and there are contingency plans 
to counteract problems like this. The leaking 
pipes under Yankee were the same thing, a 
plumbing problem. The liquids leaked were 
contained with very little environmental damage. 
These pipes can be fixed and put where they can 
be better monitored, on top of the ground, or in 
a buried vault.

The nuclear reactor has a clean bill of health 
from the NRC, and I believe they are the ones to 
make the final decisions. I doubt they would like 
to have our blood on their hands. This part of the p
lant is the most expensive, and doesn't need to 
be thrown away because the bathroom plumbing 
is bad. It would provide 20 years of research and 
development time for the rest of the clean 
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 energy answers to become viable.

Nuclear power actually has a great record. Most 
of the problems were back in the earlier years. 
We have learned a lot, and the lack of major 
problems in the latter years prove it. Nuclear 
power runs so much in our lives now, it's mind 
boggling. All of our large warships, we use it in 
the medical fields, space exploration, etc. It's a 
large part of our future, so I think we need to 
view it as an asset.

Please take the time to ponder, and a little self-
education on nuclear reaction will quell a lot of 
our fears. We need to continue our pioneer 
traditions.

Ron Craig lives in Marshfield.

 


